
  

Update   from   the   Superintendent     
To:   Parents   and   Guardians     

From:   Bill   Husfelt,   Superintendent     

Date:   November   29,   2020   
  

Now   that   Thanksgiving   is   over,   it’s   officially   “Christmas   season”   according   to   the   women   in   my   family   
who   are   more   than   ready   to   decorate,   shop   and   bake!   I’m   sure   you   join   me   in   welcoming   a   focus   on   
the   festive   side   of   the   holidays   and   in   a   collective   sense   of   peace   and   tranquility   as   we   think   about   
slowing   down,   spending   time   with   loved   ones   and   celebrating   our   many   blessings.   

This   year   has   been   a   challenge   for   many   in   our   community   and   so   I   am   so   excited   to   take   a   minute   
to   highlight   a   community   event   we’re   providing   that   we   hope   will   help   you   ring   in   the   holidays.   

I’m   talking   about   our   Community   Christmas   Caroling   event   that’s   planned   for   next   Sunday,   
December   6 th ,   from   4-6:15   p.m.   at   Joe   and   Jeannette   Chapman   Field   at   Tommy   Oliver   Stadium.   We   
will   have   food   trucks   ready   to   serve   in   the   front   parking   lot   of   the   stadium   at   3:30   p.m.   (when   the   
gates   open)   and   will   be   offering   FREE   cookies   and   cocoa   inside   the   stadium   thanks   to   a   generous   
grant   from   the   St.   Joe   Community   Foundation.   From   4-5   p.m.,   attendees   can   listen   to   a   medley   of   
Christmas   songs   presented   by   student   choirs   from   area   schools   and   then   at   5:15   p.m.,   our   
headliners   Will   and   Lyndsey   Thompson   take   the   stage   thanks   to   a   sponsorship   from   Bill   Cramer   
Chevrolet   GMC.    Will   and   Lyndsey   will   also   be   joined   on   stage   by   our   very   own,   and   very   talented,   
Lynn   Haven   Elementary   School   Principal   John   Cannon.   

We   will   have   plenty   of   social   distancing   available   at   the   stadium   (which   will   be   open   at   half   capacity)   
and   families   will   be   permitted   to   bring   blankets   on   a   space-available   basis   to   sit   on   the   football   field   
as   well   (blankets   only,   no   chairs   permitted).   There’s   plenty   of   handicapped   accessible   parking   and   
seating   at   the   stadium   and   we’re   asking   participants   to   wear   masks   and   honor   social   distancing   as   
much   as   possible.   

If   all   of   that   wasn’t   exciting   enough,   this   event   is   going   to   be   a   much-needed   fundraiser   for   some   
causes   very   near   and   dear   to   the   hearts   of   those   of   us   at   Bay   District   Schools.   We’re   asking   the   
public   to   donate   either   an   unwrapped   new   toy   or   non-perishable   snack   items   as   the   “entrance   fee”   
for   this   free   event.   Those   donations   will   be   split   between   the   Gulf   Coast   Children’s   Advocacy   Center,   
the   Salvage   Santa   program,   our   Blessings   in   a   Backpack   food   program   and   our   homeless   outreach   
teams.   This   year   has   been   a   tough   for   one   for   many   in   our   community   with   unexpected   job   losses   
and   business   closures   and   we   want   to   do   all   we   can   to   support   the   agencies   who   will,   in   turn,   make   
sure   our   children   have   the   merriest   Christmas   possible.   



All   of   the   food   truck   vendors   will   also   be   donating   10   percent   of   their   proceeds   from   this   event   to   our   
own   Bay   Education   Foundation   which   will,   in   turn,   distribute   those   funds   to   our   partner   charities   as   
an   additional   holiday   blessing.   

So,   we   hope   you’ll   consider   joining   us   for   this   event   next   Sunday.   It   will   be   a   wonderful   time   to   sing   
together   to   help   support   some   very   deserving   charities   and   to   celebrate   all   that’s   wonderful   about   the   
holiday   season.   

Stay   safe   and   God   Bless!   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  


